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WHEEL PATH PROJECT

INDIANAPOLIS, CHICAGO ANE PEORIA
TO BE CONNECTED.

Wheelway League, Which Will Balld
the Bromd Ripple Path, Incorpor-
ated—General Bieyele News,

Fred Pales, a local bicycle man, has a
scheme on foot whereby he hopes to con-

nect Indianapolis, Chicage and Peoria by
a cycling path. Mr. Patee, after several
years' experience in conducting bicycle en-
terprises, does not expect to complete the
path all at once, but this year he hopes to
get a portion of it constructed and the
scheme sufficiently well known to insure
its completion at an early date. Bicycle
enthusiasts already see ahead the time
when good roads shall connect all citles
and be as important te life, comfort and
business as the wagon roads now are. The
L. A. W., which has done so much in in-
teresting the public In the subject of good
roads, Is already seeing the fruits of its
labors, for in many localities better roads
are being made, and as the possibilities
of the bicycie secem unlimited, it does not
appear at all improbable that within a few
years cities and towns will be linked to-
gether by a network of good roads. The
scheme of Mr. Patee may help to bring
about this result.

There is one thing to be regretted, and
that Is that Mr. Patee has commmenced at
the Peoria end to construct his path. The

wheelmen of that city have taken kindly
to the project, as have those of Chicago.
The towns along the way are also showing
an intereat, and each county between Pe-
oria and Ohicago may become sufficiently
interested to bulld a path within Itself.
Mr. Patee proposes to give a gigantic road
race al Peoria this season to raise moncy
with whicia to begin the work, which will
be in the making of the survey, FPrepara-

tions are already being made for the race,
in which some very handsome prizes will

be offered. Mr. Patee anticipates little dif-
ficuity in completing his plans from Peoria
to Chicago. This accomplished, or assur-
ances of it obtained, the work will begin
at Indianapolis.

Mr. Patee anticipates that the County

Commissioners along the proposed route
between here and Clhicago will assist In

the undertaking, while wheelmen will have
to undertake the engineering. The experl-

ence has been that it is not difficult to ob-

tain a right of way for a bicyele path.
People who use country roads prefer that

wheelmen take the side, and a path along

the gide of the road removes all danger of
horses frightening at bicycles. The great
number of bicycles furnishes a reason for
the improvement of roads, or at least mak-
ing some provision for them. The pleasure
and accommodation of cyeclists will be con-
sidered as seriously within a few years,

from all the present indications,
as those of any other class of people.
Many farmers own bicycles, so the “city
C '* are not alons benefited by a good

Mr. Patee argues that a good blcycle road
from Indianapolis would benefit

the city, and not alone the bicycle inter-
este. It would make possible easy com-
munication between this city and towns
iv. The towns through which the road

fsts from here would constantly be pass-

through;, while the traffic might sug-
E: that of the turnpikes in the days be-
would

the rallroads. ides, such a road
furnish an excelleat stretch for
leasure riding for all wheeimen along the
The cost of such a path as p ed has
taken into wns!dentlonm
would probably go through towns north of
' to Lafayette, There would probably
little objection to the grant for a right
between here and there. At the
latter place the path couild be run west un-
til a junction with the Peoria-Ohlcago path
would be formed. Buch a &zth tuonznu;:
regular wagon roads wo necessita
very little grading. The chlef expense
would be in the gravel and cinder surfac-
ing and the rolllnlﬁlﬁome precaution, such
as a ditch, would have to be taken to keep
wagons off. The project seems to be a
large one, but with the wonderful interest
in ¢ycling it is not Im ble. Local wheel-
men will watch with interest the manner

in which the Peoria-Chicago plan is re-
celved, and a little encouragement would

start the

apolis end of the h. Mr. Patee is talk-
ing and communicating with wheelmen,
and doing all he can to ereate an interest
in the g'roject. and the support he is re=
celving encouraging.

The movement for a bicycle path, twenty-
five miles in length, extending to Broad Rip-
ple and Millersville and back to the city,
is rapidly assuming shape. Yesterday the
articles of assoclation were flled with the
Secretary of State, and the organization now
has a legal existence. The finance com-
mitiee is already at work securing sub-

scriptions to the stock. Every rider in the
city will be given an opportunity to sub-
scribe to the fund, The shares are only $
each, and may be id for in installments
of $1 @ month. Quite a number of shares
have already been subscribed, and the
work is being rapidly pushed.

The committee on right of way will com-
mence active work this week. The canal
tow path has already been secured. The
County Commissioners will be asked to
grant permission to use the public road,
or rather the side of it, from Broad Ripple
to Millersville, and from Millersvyille to the
city it Is expected that a Erh’ate right of
way can be secured along ihe bank of Fall
creek. This will make all of the path, ex-

from Broad Ripple to Millersville, in
tha shade. an advaniage possessed by no
other track in the country.

reliminary work on the Indian-

The blcycle storrs showed an activity last
week that was far ahead of the business
of this time last vear. All the dealers re-
port that they have made more sales than
they had a year ago. The few pleasant
days of last wesk was an incentive to
arouse those who contempiate buying new
svheels this year., If the business continues
as it has begun it would not be a surprise
to fin® that the prediction of one dealer—
that there would be 25,000 riders in this
city before the end of the summer—will be
verified.

Fashion in bicyciea is no less marked than
it #& in women's bonnets and wraps. Every
year brings out something new, or at least
a modification of something old, and that

must be adopted by all riders or they will
be behind the dictates of wheeling style.
One year it is a cumbersome wood mud
guard for women's wheels, while the next
year the same power decrees that the guard
shall be a light affair, laced up with cords,
the color to sult the costume of the rider.
There are many other things that are
pnot entirely a matter of simple fashion,
but at the same tima are distinctive of a
certain year's wheels. Any rider can tell
the date of the manufacture of a bicycle
simply by looking at it. For instance, last
ear the change was In the shape of the
ame. The powers that be decreed that
the top bar should be horizontal with the
wheel base, while the year before it sloped
backward from the head. This year the
same wer has increased the diameter of
the tubing. These things are not entirely to
meske & change each year, but have been
adopted because of their superiority, Nev-
erithelesa they are distinctive features of
the vear in which they came ont, and thus
tell the rider the age of his friend's wheel,

— -

The plan to have a big road race here on
Memorial day seems to have met the favor
of many of the wheelmen of the city, It
is asserted that nothing will bring about
as much enthusiasmn and interest in wheel-
ing as a handicap road race. The big races
of other places are cited as instances which
go to show the truth of this statement.
The Chicago road race has become so un-
wieldy on account of the large number of
eniries that there has been some talk of

abandoping it because of it being too great
& success. Last year there were aver four
bundred starters, and the crowd was so
great as to make it aimost impossible to get
them all off properly. The course is a very
Yoor one, compared to the courss for the
ndianapolis race, It bhegins on the finest
of houlevards in Lincoln Park, but soon
emerges on to a rough block pavement.
Then some poor boulevard Is struck, and
& stretch then comes that is equal to the
rond, but after that the rider finds
plowing through =and that s some-
times Lhree inches d Altogether, the
course is & one, although some of it
ia the finest boulevard In Chilcago.
course here would be over gravel
voud all the way, afd while it canuot com-

'

pare with the Lincoln Park boulevard, It
will average much better than the Chicago
course. It is about the same length. After
the course is finally selected an effort will
be made to secure the co-operation of the
township trustee to the extent that no new
gravel will be placed on the road until after
Msmorial day, thus giving a good hard path
all the way.

The Poorman race of Cincinnati is one
that has gained a national reputation. Its
start, ke all the others, was In a small
way, but it has now come to be a feature
of national road races, and draws many
of the crack riders of the country.

JESTS OF DEPEW NIGHT.

Some of the Stories Were as New as
the 0ld Testament,

New York Sun,

It was a statement of Dr. Depew himself,
in his speech at the Lotus Club dinner given
in his honor on Saturday , evening, that
opened the way for some of the best things

that were said. This was the assertion that
the enthusiasms of the age and of the people
were dying out, that we are no longer hero
worshipers, and now, Instead of frescoing
an idol, we analyze him. The immediate
effect was that all the succeeding speakers
tried to analyze Depew. They did it in va-
rious ways, but they told a lot of good stories
in doing It. Seth Low began it, and sald
that Dr. Depew having spoken about nearly
everything else on earth, had selected the
text for all those who followeda him, which
must be Depew himself. Then he went on
to say that the Doctor was such a cosmo-
politan that many times in England he had
been mistaken for Gladstone. When he trav-
eled In Germany, in the days when the great

Prussian general was still active, Von
Moitke and Depew were Interchangeable; and
many a Frenchman seeing Dr. Depew in
Paris nudged his neighbor and ejeculated,
“Volla Thiers.” But thers was one capital

frequently visited by I'r. Depew where the
Doctor had mo counterpast, and that was
Constantinople, where he conducted himself
neither like Abdul Aziz nor Abdul As Was,

Ex-Governor Flower took the cue. “I'm a

hayseed from Jefferson county,” he sgaid,
“and .« was In Jefferson county a good

many years ago that I fust heard Chauncey
Depew speak. It was in 1872, when he was
running for Lieutenant Governor on the
ticket with Francis Kernan, and against
John A. Dix. Depew was campaligning the
State, and I hz2ard him speak in Watertowr,
He did first rate, and when he got warmed
up he told this story about General Dix:

“'Dix came over in the Mayflower,” he

fgaid. ‘The first thing he did when he landed
was to get the Pllgrim fathers to elect him
justice of the peace, and he's been In or
after office ever since.”

“ “Phat's a lie,’ shouted some fellow in the
crowd.

- w stralghtened up and looked at the
men for about a minute, and then he drew
a long breath and said:

“"Well, I've been making this speech for
abecut six weeks, I've delivered it in all the
g;lncipal cities of the State, and this is the

st time I have ever heard that fact con-
tradicted.” "'

Some one who had ?receded the ex-Gove
ernor had launched a little Depew Hreaiden-
tial boomlet, and the story he had just
toid brought Mr, Flower squarely up to itae
boomlet. He turned toward Dr. Depew and
exclaimed:

“Chauncey Depew, I wish you migh. be
President. I wished they had nominated
you in 1888. You would have revised the
tariff in a different way from that la which
it was done. The way they did it makes
me think of the way the North Dakota
farmer built his snow fence. He made it
four feet high and six feet w'de, and when
the damn thing vlew over it was two feet
higher than it had been.”

If any of the clergymen present had
been inclined to protest .they would have
been mollified immediately by the Gover-
nor's prompt apology for using the big D,
He refe by way of explanation, to the
celebrated time when he had used that
word with reference to the political effect
of one of his actions as Governor. A fa-
mous bishop from Minnesota had been talk-
ing with him a little while after that inci-
dent, and the conversation had turned to
the utterance of that “damn.”

*“The bishop told me,” said i{ne Governor,
“about a little incident thsat had occurred
one time when he was visiting an old friend
in Connecticut. Chauncey Depew was there,
t00. They started out together one day,
aind the man at whose house they were vis-
nlnq said to the bishop:

““You're going out fishing, and you're
likely to get pretty cold. Now, here's a
bottle of wine that was bottled In 1820,
Just take It along and 4t may help you
o k warm.'

“Well, the Bishop took it along, and
when they got out to the place where they
were going to fish the bishop worked the
corkscrew down into the cork and pulled.
The cork came hard, and the bishop put
the bottle between his knees to get a good
grip on it. He pushed down so hard with
one hand and pulled up =20 hard with the
other that when the cork came the bottle
slipped down and hit a rock and was bro-
ken, and all the good old wine was spilled
and the bishop straeigtened up and looked
around and axclaimed:

" "Depew, will you pleagse say some-

The speech of the evening was really the
speech of the morning, for it dil not come
until after midnight. It was made by Au.

stus Thomas, president of the Lambs

lub. Mr, Thomas is a smooth-shaven,
solemn-faced, boyish-looking young man,
with a nimble wit and a ready tongue. He
followed three men, each of whom had de-
livered a flamboyant eulogy of Dr. Depew,
and had put a very gaudy wreath upon his
brow. One, Col. John R. Fellows, had
made a remarkable speech about the bene-
factions to the poor, and the lowly and
the humbie monf the earth's creatures
which had poured from the generous hands
of Dr. Depew. Another, the Rev. Dr. R. 8.
MacAr:thur. had woven the elements of Dr.
Depew's moral force into a triple crown,
which he compared, in delivering it, to the
beautiful triple crown waiting for Dr. De-
ew beyond. The third, rles Emory
Smith, of Philadelphia, graphically pictured
Dr. Depew as the Tribune of the Plebs, the
voice of all the wants, aspirations and in-
spirations of the common people. Mr.
omas was manifestly affected by this
e!g?uenca when he rose to speak.
am reminded,” he said, “of a story
which 1 heard in my youth. I cannot vouch
for its truth, but I can for its antiquity. It
antedates, I Dbelleve, even some of those
which have been told here to-night. It is
the story of Ruth gleaning in the fields of
Boaz, in Moab. It is a long time since I
read the story, but if I should stray in tell-
ing it T am sure Dr. MacArthur fxere can
correct me. I believe that Ruth followed
the regular gleaners and gathered the stray
straws that uca&ed the employes of Hoaz,
She was a faithful gleaner, and In the
evening she had gathered up an ephah of
barley. 1 do not know how much an e¢phah
{:.h bnul :!L mglait ‘l:a\,"e twcr,l}1 a good deal, for

‘hen she ome her mother-in-
said: ‘Ruth, who is the man?” Pt g

‘“Now, he must be a prett ACTO
gleaner who, following after ej; thesebzltti:
quent gentlemen who have been frescoing
Dr. ‘Depew under the guise of analysis, can
bring any other theory. But I've got one.
Your President asked me to speak some time
#4go, but I told him that I made my best
speeches, like some of these gentlemen
here, on Sunday morning, and 1 preferred
to walt. But I didn't know the game. If
I had 1 wouldn't have stayed, even to save
my ante. ] might have known it, too, for
I perceive the usual elements. Here are the
lawyer, and the doctor, and the inevitable
clergyman to bring up the average of re-
spectability.

“I began my career as a railroad fireman
in a little town calied St. Louis, In Missouri.
i was working there when Hugh Maxwell
was convieted of the murder of his friend
Arthur Preller. There was a political ac-
cident named Noonan out there who had
been elecied a judge of the Criminal Court.
On the morning of the conviction an en-
terprising newspaper man came out with a
little yellow book made up of clippings from
the records of the trial. He had pald Noo-
nan a thousand dellars for franking the
book, and it appeared as ‘Maxwell's Crime
and Conviction, by Juwige E. A. Noonan.'
Well, Noonan took his 1,00, adjourned his
court, got three other spirits, took a low=
necked hack and drove to the race track,
where a meeting was then in progress, He
cpened wine, It was good and he opened
some more. Alon in the middle of the
afternoon somebody said something to him
about the bookmakers belng ready for busi-
nees.

*‘BookmakersY  he sgaid. ‘Bookmakers,
bring me to ‘'em. Take me there. Us liter-
ary fellers has got to stand i1ogether.”

“Well, that's how 1 feel about Depew.
Wo rallroad magnates have got to stand
together. A good friend is beiter than
rubies. I belleve that's the Biblical lmit,
sn't i, Dr. MacArthur?™

1 thing? ™

An Ordenl,
Wasnington Star.

“Are you sure your man
asked the man-about-town
fighter's manager.

“Well, yes; | think T may say I am.”

“You seem a little doubtful.”

“Well, to tell you the truth, I'm cestain
that he can whip anybody when he has his
fights on and the newspaper reporters are
around. But, to teil you the truth, 1 have
never seen him in an off-hand controversy
with & janitor or a private o

Is invincible?"
of the prize

OUR COASTER FLEET

VESSELS DOING THE LOCAL TRAF.
FIC OF THE ATLANTIC COAST.

Schooners Graded According to Their
Special Line of Business—<The Cap-
inins and Their Crews.

G. E, Walsh, in New York Post.

One of the most plcturesque sights to be
geen on the water is a large fleet of *“‘coast-
ers,” drifling seaward on the outgoing tide
immediately after a storm. Such a scene
may be seen in almost any large harbor at
certaln seasons of the year, but more par-
ticularly in Portland harbor, off thé Maine
coast, during the summer and autumn
months, when the coasters are lumber-laden
for Boston or New York. Frequently fifty
or sixty of these coasting schooners will
leaved the harbor at the same time, and =o
alike seem they at a short distance that
the whole fleet appears to be but a reduplica-
tion of one boat. They are nearly all schoon-
ers of two masts, and of about 100 tons
burden. Most of them are from fifteen to
thirty years old, with patched and seamed
salls, and loaded down nearly to the gun~
wales. A storm of small proportions would
force the loose planking of these ancient
¢raft asunder, and cause leaks that would
call all handy to the pumps to save them
from a watery grave. In sea parlance they
are only *“held together by coal tar.,” It
is this peculiar construction of the coasters
that makes them flock together like a herd

of sheep in some protected harbor until the
conditions of wind and weather are exactly

suitable for easy salling.
No mariner upon the high seas studies the
signs of the weather and reads the signals

of the Weather Bureau with more diligence
than the skipper of one of the numerous

coasters that flit up and down the Atlantic

coast in the summer season, dodging into
ports at the first indication of a gale or
storm, and gliding out with a favorable tide
and wind to make another harbor before
being overtaken by a second “spell of
weather.”” To all outward appearances the
coaster is capable of riding the rough seas
with swan-like grace, and her lines are not
by any means ugly, but are often very fine
and graceful, showing the gkill of the boat-
buillders of a generation ago when wooden
vessels were profitable Investments. The
Yankee genius, that made our privateers
and tea-clippers the wonders of the world
and the fleetest greyvhounds of the ocean,
is displayed in some of the fine l'nes of the
present coasters. Coasters do not pay in
this age of steam and electricity, and they
are no longer buiit in this or other coun-
tries. When the present fleet have gone to
pleces on the rocks or sandbars, or have
fallen apart by their own weight, a most
interesting type of vessel will disappear
from the paths of the ocean and a great
American industry come to an end.

The only men who can afford to own
coasters to-day are those who sail them and
live on 'them, and these skippers are a dis-
tinct type of seamen, spending half the
year in guiding the!r uncertain craft along
the treacherous Atlantic shore, and the
other half on a comfortable seacoast farm
somewhere between Maine and New York,
Accepting the inevitable conclusion that
thelr old occupation will soon be wrested
from them by the swift changes of time,
these farmer-skippers have invested their
small earnings in a home that is more se-
cure and lasting than their schooners. So
long as their vessels hang together they
will follow the sea, but gradually one after
another drop out of service to spend the
remainder of life in some quiet fishing
hamlet, or goes down to a watery grave
on some rock-bound coast., When the coast
skippers become a thing of the past the
last relic of an age of shipbullding that
made this country famous on the high seas
will be lost. The triumph of the iron age
of shipbuilding over the wooden age will
then be complete.

THE SKIPPER'S PROFITS.

With the present freight rates for carry-
ing lumber, coal, lime and general mer-
chandise of an unperishable nature, the
coast skipper can clear betweea’ and
$00 a season, after paying the wages of his
men and small necessary repairs to his
craft. The average coaster cannot carry
more than 100,000 feet of lumber, and she
may be weeks on her journey from Maine
to Boston or New York, dodging from port

to port, according to the state of the weath-

er, and remaining sometimes ten days in
one place. If the wind, tides and weather
are all favorable, she may make her jour-
ney in a day or two, and a few such quick
trips will reward the skipper for the whole
season’'s trouble in trying to aveld ship-
wreck. With an income of $400 from his
schoener the old skipper can make a pleas-
ant winter of it in his small home, where
ais wife and children have been diligently
cultivating potatoes and hogs for their com-
mon profit, The cold season, from early De-
cember to May, is a long resting period for
the coasters, and they hibernate in their
small homes until the warm spring sun
thawa them out, Their schooners are hauled
up at the end of the cove near by, where
rough seas cannot reach them, and, like
their owners, they rest peacefully in their
oll age during the season of frost and
Btorm. .

The first signs of returning life on the old
hulks are evide in April, when the
sound of the hammer is heard on the decks.
Certain patches and repairs are necessary
to carry the craft successfully through an-
other season, and the skippers, with the
versatile talent of their ancestors, p=atch
the sais and mend the rigging as readily
as they navigate their vessels over the seas.
Early spring is a season of busy activity
until some fine morning a group of friends
and relatives gather on the shore to watch
the gailing of the ships. Besides the skip-
pers there are fine you men of the hamilet
who go as sailors, cooks and mates, and
each one leaves behind a wife, eweetheart
or mother. The parting is a sad one, for no
one knows more acutely the dangers of the
sea than these coast wives and daughters,
who stay at home to cultivate the small
garden, feed the chickens and pigs, and
walt patientlﬁ' for the return of the men.
Sometimes they come back unexpectedly,
oringing news of gquick and profitable trips,
but more generally they do not see their
humble homes again until fall, and a few
never return. The report of gome terrific
storm along the coast is sure to bring sad
tidings to one or more of the homes by
the sea.

Qur coast captain £ by no means un-
educated. He 1s generally a great reader in
the winter months, and publications of any
kind are welcome visitors to his home. It is
sometimes astonishing to see the periodi-
cals that drift down to these small hamlets.
The common filshermen of the coast should
not be confounded with the coasten skip-
pers and sailors, for they are two sepa-
rate and distinct classes. The skippers are
generally older men, more steady and sober
and always the cwners of small farms and
schooner coasters, Sometimes several will
own & part intere=t in one craft, but usu-
ally a single skipper is the sole possessor
of the vessel,

THE BI'SINESS GRADED.

There are grades in the coaster schooners
of to-day as there are in ocean steameors,
and the uninitiated may judge o the com-
parative merits of the different vies ac-
cording to the mature of their cargoes.
The schooner that carries lime and brick
must not leak, for that would mean ship-
wreck before she left harbor, but the lum-
ber coaster usually leaks in several weak
places, and no particular harm follows un-

less she is caught in a storm, The light,
buoyant timber Keeps the coaster afloat,
even when her hold is half full of water,
and by keeping the men at the pumps a
few Lours a day the cargo can be sh

to any port desired. The lme. coal and
brick schooners are very frequently old,
condemned fishing vessels, bought at C
Cod for a mere trifle. Ocecasionally it is
necessary to abandon the lime schooners
in perfectly calm weather, owing to the
timbers giving way under the strain of the
cargo. During each storm that sweeps
w.ong the coast a score or more of these old
coasiers are abandoned or wrecked, and
they float around for weeks as dangerous
derelicts. Their presence upon the ocean is
a menace to steamer navigation, for a half-
submerged schooner loaded with lime or
bricks is not the softest thing for a vessel
to rub her naose against.

Coast navigation in times of rough weath-
er and fog Is a source of peril to ocean
gleamers on account of the neglect of some
old skippers (o sound the foghorn contine
ually in mdaty weather, apd to display their
slgnals at night. The collisfon between a
Jeavily laden coaster and an ocean steamer
does not always enl in the destruction of
the former amnd the e=cape of the latter
with & few Dbrulses and scratches. Everye
thing depends upon the angle formed by
the two vesels coming together. A two-
masted lime schooner vould punch a hole
into the sides of the stanchest steamer if
she struck her umtds.-lljw. sending her to
the hottom almost as aulckly as the steam-
er could cut her in two if she had the ad-
vantage of position. The
steamenlp Oregon off

ber of years ago, has never been satisfactor-
ily explained, but one theory is that a heav-
iiy laden coaster caused the accident by
run Into her. Numerous other disasters
have en caused in the same way, and
every year several coaster schooners are
rnnhdown by steamers in fogs and on dark
n s,

o spend a few months on board a
coaster with her genial skipper affords un-
mixed pieasure and surprise. It relleves
the mind of many false impressions of
brutal treatment of crews on board of
American vessels, The old coast skippers
are the last rellc of a generation of fine
sea captains, whose sense of justice was
as strong as their love for home and for
country in times of trouble. Certain it is
that peace and harmony generally reign
upon the average coaster, and orew and
captain live upon more intimate terms than
is usually Imagined. This i= partly ac-
counted for by the fact that the crew is
frequently made up of young men from the
native hamlets and vill of the skip-
pers. They have been tr:ae:md brought up
on the coast, and, while loving the sea,
they do npot care to suffer the hardships
of a long voyage which separates them for
a year or two from their homes, They ship
with the local captains for the season for
eight or ten dollars a month, and return in
the fall to live with their families. They
are always Americans, descendants of
hardy New England fishermen, sailors and
whalers, knowing the waters and coves of
the coast from Maine to New York as thor-
oughly as a child learns every nook and
ocorner of his playground, but beyond this
circumscribed limit they are as ignorant
as the landsmen. Any one of them could
handle the schooner sgkilfully if the skipper
should be taken sick on board, and neither
mutiny nor dispute of rank disturbs their
habitual peacefulness. They are hardy and
vigorous by nature, and accounts of their
bravery in helping each other in times of
disaster speak emphatically for their un-
selfishness. If there is any typical class of
American seamen, ponleuing the fine qual-
ities that characterized those of earlier
days, when our mercantile navy was the
pride of every native-born citizen, it is
found among the coaster sailors who mnavi-
gate the leaky, rotten schooners of a by-

gone age. )
TAXIDERMY SELF-TAUGHT.

Simple Directions for Acquiring an
Art Many Boys Covert.

Prof. H. W. Parker, in Popular Sclence.
Not every one can become a self-taught
taxidermist, for it requires only some
mechanical ingenuity and dexterity, and
especially a good eye for form, as well as
for observing the attitudes of animals. The
process of skinning is very simple—slitting
the skin of the abdomen, suspending the
small animal, head downward, by a hook
through the last joints of the backbone,
and carefully removing without unduly

stretching the skin. The leg bones are not
removed, but, when reached, the joint

nearest the body is cut apart and the leg
bones and skin cleaned of all flesh, to be
then or later treated with arsenic and
wound with flax or cotton to the size and
shape of the flesh, So with forelegs or

wings., The head is skinned to the lips ot
bill, leaving attached the skull, which must
be emptied of all brain through the spinal

opening (enlarged if necessary), using a lit-
tle stick made spoonlike.
In the smaller animals, such as birds and

squirrels, dry arseénic well applied to the
inside  of the skin and to the skull within
and without is sufficient. Larger animals,
with thick skins, need arsenical soap, which
is penetrative. Cut two pounds of white
soap thin, dissolve with a little water over
a slow fire, adding gradually twelve ounces
of potash carbonate, to help solution, also
four ounces of powdered caalk; Temo
from the fire, stir in two pounds of arsenlc
and put the compound in a wide-moutheti
bottle. Four or five ounces of camphor
gum. triturated in alcohol, are finally added
y some. Very thick skins of mammals are
first soaked (several days in summer, a
week in winter) in strong soluticon of eight
parts alum, four parts salt, and one part
gsaltpetre.. Toes and lips, that cannot be
skinned, and the horny lower leg of birds,
are treated with aleoholie solution of corro-
sive sublimate, after the specimen is fin-

Precautions before or dunntlhlnnmw
these: If feathers or fur become b y
when the animal Is shot immediately apply
dry dust or powdered chalk; before skin-
ning plug vent and throat with cotton; in
the case of asy birds, like ducks, bind
the edge of the cut of the skin with a
strip of cotton cloth, and keep the inside
of the skin covered with cotton wool as the

rocess goes on; if the head is much larger
than the neck, as in the case of a heron
or some owls, slit the neck skin enough to
draw the head through the slit; finally, care
is needed not to cut eyelids in skinning.

The process of wiring (with annealed
wire), and also stuffing, one who is ingeni-
ous enough can invent for himself and vary
as he pleases, the one absolute rule being
not to overstretch and overstuff the skin.
It is safest and wiseat, in preserving the
smaller animals, to wind the wire frame
with stuffing so as to eopgrh the size and
shape of the carcass and en insert the
body thus made into the skin. By crinklin
the wire that reaches from neck to tal
the cross wires wound on will be kept in
place, Of coursey there is to be a wire,

ned at one end, to penetrate the
thick bone of the forehead, and reaching
to the end of the tall vertebrae; another
to cross this, firmly fixed 1o it, for the fore
limbs. The humeri of the wings should be
tied near together, to set the wings well
up on the shoulder; those of mammalian
fore limbs well wound to give fullness, and
the hips also made to stand out fully.

After the specimen is thus put in shape
and the cut sewed up, it is wound with
thread or twine, or strips of cloth, to keep
shape till thoroughly dry, especially to keep
feathers in place after carefully arranging
them. A wire through from side to side,
piercing the wrist of the wing, hooked at
the ends, which are concealed by feathers,
holds the wings ntly in position.
Spread wings of all but the large birds,
extended on the wire, dry ly in
position if kept awhile in the position. If
the tail of a large bird be ad, it needs
a cross wire running through the quills.

The writer, then practically ignorant of
taxidermy, began with an eagle, and mounted
it with spread win feat that required
ca'culationn as to slze and arrangement of
wire, The simple plan he adopted was to
run the leg wires up through the wings,
crossing each other, and firmly fastened to
and over a “double track” wire from neck
to tail. The wings were permanent in po-
sition, though extending seven feet from tip
to tip—the usual extent, though eve “son
of a gun” thinks ha has shot somethin -
markable when he brings down an eagie of
that measure, and every three months the
newspapers copy such a wonderful item.

By reaching g knife into the throat of
a frog, the spinal column can be cut, and
the body can be turned out of the mouth,
and the brain thence removed, and so the
skin need not be cut at all. Turtles can be
dealt with by cutting away the breast-plate
(piastren) and, after stuffing, wiring it on
again. Reptiles iy general are preserved
entire in spirits. For invertebrates, methods
are various, and would require another
article

In the foregoing outline of work, some
fraportant details are omitted for brevity,
but some mention might well have been
made of the treatment of eyes. The sock-
ets are, of course, to be stuffed to natural
fullness; too often made to bulge 100 much,
The eves of raptorial birds, such as hawks,
are in life deep-set, and the expression de-
pends much on this. Before putting in the
artificial eyes, it is well to wait a day or
two for the lids to begin to harden, so as
to retain shape after the glass eyes are in-
serted. These should be fastened in place
by sharpening and punshing firmly in the
wire stem, and gluing it and the glass Lo
the firm stuffing.

MARY ANDERSON OF TO-DAY.

Time Has Accentuated the Beauty of
the Former “Tragic Queen.”
Bok, in Ladies’ Home Jouinal.

To see and to talk with Mary Anderson as
she is to-day brings one no suggestion what-
ever of the once famous *“'Queen of the
Stage.”” Nothing about her recalls her past
triumphs in the histrionic art, uniess it be
her beauty end her manner. BShe |s now
thirty-seven, n the full flush of perfect, ma-
ture womanhood. One not having seen her
since she abandoned her professional career
will observe that her tall, graceful figure is
more rounded —-with a slight tendency toward
stoutness, Six ?rmrs have made no changes
in the beauty of her features except to ripen
and soften it. The girlish fairness has been
transformed into & more mature womaniy
beauty, Her vivacity of manner—always
one of her most delightful characteristics—
has not been modified in the slightest degree;
the same heartiness of spirit and healthy en-
thusiasm, so well remembered by those who
knew her intimately; the same wholesome-
ness of thought; the same merry laugh—as
it she laughed because she enjoyed nothin
better in the world: the same quickness an
readiness of speech; the same animation of
the eves are unchanged unless they be fur-
ther accentuated, and in their development
made more winsome and attractive. But of
the actress nothing remains. Her past is
her past, and unless one recalls it neither
fts trials nor triumphs seem (o come back’
to her. And even when the past—her stage
career—Iis hrought up the results are not ex-
actly satisfaciory, considered from a conver-
gational standnoint. * * * Not a portrait

of
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EARLY ILLINOIS DAYS]

DOMESTIC LIFE IN THE ERA OF THE
WOLF AND THE RATTLESNAKE,

Loss of an Only Pair of Breeches—A
Frontier Bed and Backwoods
Grindstone—=Work and Wages.

——

New York Sun.

“When I was a young man out in McLean
county, Illinols,” said Elnathan Rockweil, an
octogenarian of this ecity, “I walked four
miles through a deep snow to see my girl
one night, and more snow began falling so
heavily that 1 couldn't get home across the
prairvie, and had to stay at her folks' house
all night. There was nothing strange in that
as settlers were few and far between, and it
was common for neighbors to stay all night
with one another. There was nothing
strange, either, in my having on a pair of
buckskin breeches, for cloth was a scarce
article with us in those days, and what we
had was home-made. Deer were plentiful,
and buckskin clothing was common wearing
apparel in winter,

““The pair of breeches I went sparking In
that night was made 1rom a skin that hadn't.
been properly cured, and it was a little
green yat, My girl's folks had moved from
their first log house into a new one, and as
their new house, like all dwellings of the
prairie pionears, had but one apartment,
they made a shake-down for me in the
vacant log house., There wasn't any door
to the old house. I laid my buckskin
brecches on the floor by the side of my bed.
Some time during the night either the fam-

fly dog or a wolf or two, scenting that green
buckskin, came into the cabin, stole my
breeches and took them eaway somewhere
and ate them. I saw the tracks in the snow
inside the log house, but the falling snow i
had covered them up on the outside.

*It was terribly cold, and all I could do

was to lie In bed and walit for developments,
I should have been up and eating breakfast
long before daylight, and, dayllgﬁlt coming,
and I not having put in an appearance yet,
my girl's mother came out to see what was
the matter. There was great commotion
when she found out, for there wasn't an-
other pair of breeches within four miles ex-
ceiw her husband's, and he wanted his him-
self. The consequence was that had to
lie covered up In the old log housé until he
could go all the way through the snow to our
house, four miles, get my father's
breeches, and come back with them
to my relief. In the condition of
the prairie, the snow being two feet
deep, this trip took nearly all the rest of
the day, and my father had to go to bed
until I got home with his breeches. By the
time 1 got there mother had a new pair of
Ell{c’lfgklj:lt“ nearly ready, and everything was
r o

“Not long after that I fixed it so there
would be no danger of my getting into such
a4 scrape again., I married my girl and we
went to keeping house right away. Our
house was a log cabin I had built. It had
no floor but the ground, and the door was
a big deerskin fastened up over the open-
ing. There was a window in the house,
It was a plece of pgper greased with coon's
oil, and tacked over a hole in the side of
the house, Our bedstead was made by
boring two holes in one of the in one
gide of the room, five feet apart, into each
of which holes the end of a rail was fitted,
The other end of each rail was supported
by a crotched stick as high from the ground
as the holes were. Split ralls were laid
across for slats, and bed was made
up on them. In the daytime the bedstead
was taken down and stood up in & corner
out of the wnE'Our table was a puncheon
;R:tt out okf a matdwaa murﬁ:’m BCross,

& plank thus made was ree Inches
thick, with a hole

two chairs were made in the same way.
Al of this timber, the logs for the hou
the rails for the bedstead, and the mat

for the other furniture was black walnurt,
and would be worth a small fortune now.

WOLVES THE ONLY COMPANY.

“Our nearest nelghbor was five miles
away, and the first winter we lived on our
place all the company we had was wolves
that came boldly into the yard and picked
up what they could find, wild turkeys that
came and ate the crumbs that were swept
out and deer that came from the timber
and tried to sneak a share of the corn fod-

der we fed our cow and oxen on. That
winter my wife walked five miles and

back, morning and evening, for three days
to do weavint: for a neighbor, her pay be-
ing a pair of chickens that we wanted to
start a flock with.

‘When our baby was three months old
my wife used to leave It on the bed while
she drove the oxen as I plowed up the stiff
prairie sod. We had a good dog, wnicnm
always stayed in the cabin at such times.
My wife would go to the house every half
hour or so to see if everything was all
right. One day she started on one of these
trips and met the dog, covered with blood
and so badly hurt t he was dragging
himself along toward where we were. She
almost flew the rest of the way, to the
house. There she found the baby on the
bed all right, but in front of the bed lay
a big wolf dead and nearly torn to pieces.
The condition of the dog was explained.
The wolf had come down to the cabin
while we were away, and but for the dog
would have devoured our child, We never
left the baby alone after that, and he is
Hving right here In New York to-day, and
80 is his mother.

*“The early settlers in that part of Illincis
were 2o far from market, and the cost of
transportation was so great that we bought
but few articles of every-day use. MclLean
county belonged to the wolves and the rat-
tlesnakes when my folks first went there,
There wasn't 2 house between what is now
Bloomington and Chicago. The nearest
mill was at Attica, on the Wabash river,
walch was 120 miles away. After a while
a8 man named Allen started a mill at Keg
Grove, now Bloomington, and ground his

ist between etones we called ‘nigger-

eads,” which were found here and there
on the prairie. Before that we used to hol-
low out a section of a log at one end, six-
teen inches deep, by b and smooth-
ing it with an in-shave. In that hollow we
Elaced the corn and pounded it with a

eavy pestle made of hard wood. This
made a coarse meal that had to meet our
wants. We caught fish in the streams by
maw a seine or net of tanned and
dre deerskin stretched over a big hoop,
and with holes burned in the skin xby the
hentg:d tines of a fork. I went clear down
to Natchez one spring after seed corn.

"“We tanned buckskin by soaking the pelt
In weak lye to take the hair off. We re-
moved the grain coati next to the skin
by scraping with a knife. This left the
skin t. It was made more pliable by
dressing it with the brains of the deer,
which answered all the p se of a tan-
ner's ‘dubbmr.' We col the buckskin
by smoking it with the smoke of smoul-
dering maple chips.

“The settlers sed their own flax and
wool, and the women spun and wove cloth
from them. They e jeans and linsey
woolsey, with which much of the hired
work was pald for. ‘The cloth was colored
with walnut and hickory bark. We had to
have kettles for soap making, sugar mak-
ing and dyeing, and these were paid for
with maple sugar, a pound of sugar for a
pound of kettlee. Wheat was cut with
sickle and threshed by tramping it out
with horses. The chaff W separated from
the grain by thPowing it in the &ir or let-
ﬂ.ni| it fall from a high place. All the
looking glass our women folks had was
the bottom of a tin pan made fcularly
bright by scouring. Their tubs, barrels
and the like were made by digging out
logs to the necessary depth. These were
very heavy, and so they were set on legs
and a hole bored iIn the tom with a plug
in to let the water out.

A BACKWOODE GRINDSTONE.
“T would give a nice sum to have one
of the wooden grindstones the settlers were

compelled to use. It would be a curiosity
in these days. These grindstones were

made by sawing a piece off a newly felled

soft wood log, giving a disk perhaps two
feet in dilameter and with five inches of

surface. The surface of this disk all the
way round was pounded full of sand until
it rexcubled coarse sandpaper. The grind.

stone was then leid aside to season. When
it was thoroughly dried the sand was firm-
ly Imbedded in the wood, and on this we
scratched our axes and other blades to the
best we could. 1 have ridden sixty
miles on horseback to have a plow iron
sharvened.

“The routine of the year in those
times on the praltie was about llke
In the winter, hunting wolves and ?
which were more than abundant. I have
seen 200 deer in one drove passing one
piece of timber across the prairie to another.
In the spring and summer, plowing and
planting corn and culuntlrg it. 1n the fall,
taking it to Chicago and we were
deging weil to get cents & for it,
or driving a drove of hogs to that
ever,
up
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NEW GOODS of all sorts have been arriving

during

the last week of February.

They include

all the new styles in Waist Silks, Dress Goods,
Tailor-Made Suits, Wraps and Shirt Waists.
These goods will be placed on sale Monday at such
attractive prices that will make March a more in-
teresting month than February. Mail Orders Solicited.

Dress Goods Selling

Double-width Novelties at 19c.

36-inch-wide Novelties, all the new spring
effects, all wool, at 25¢.

£-inch Novelties, all wool, Boucle effects,

b0c grade for 39¢.
Over 75 styles of Novel-

At 49‘: a ynd ties at this popular price,

including the new Alcazar and French
Sultings, Carreax Mixtures and French

Mohairs, all 40 inches wide.
See our handsome line of Novelties at 5dc.
Mozambique Sultings, something very

chie, only Toe.
Sicillan Cloths, plain colors and brocaded

effects, only, per yard, 4%c.

Bargains in Black

36-inch All-Wool Henriettas, only 25e.
Sllk-Finish Henm_ttn. extra wide, 48c.
Novelty Black Goods at 25¢, 89¢ and Tc.

Silks Silks

New Novelty Silks, put up in Waist Pat-
terns, six yards to the pattern, inciuding
the new Persian and Dresden effects, at the
following prices per pattern:

50 styles at $2.89 per pattern.

B styles at $4.48 per pattern.
Dresden effects at $.98 per pattern.
Persian effects at per pattern.
Persian effects at §9 per pattern,

£-inch Llama Changeable BSilks, per

vard, §l.
Cambrics, all colors, 4c.
Rustle Cambric, black only, 6e.

Good Shoe Values

Advance sale of Ladles’ Low Bhoes, tan
and black. All the new spring shapes on
sale this week at 20 per cent. less than reg-

ular spring prices.

93¢ will ﬁmy Ladies' Dongola Opera Tip
Bhoes, in button, that are worth §1.25.

Take your ploi of our Ladies’ Dongola
Buttgnnagl Lacd a ;we;a{iﬁzth century style,
wort .20 an or ¥

All our $25 and $8 Lace and Button,
hand-turned and hand welt Viei Kid Shoes,
7 styles toes, for $1.98.

Our Ladies’ French Kid and French Don-
gola Button and Lace, raszor, square and
opera toes, worth up to $5, for

ors, usually

Ladies’” Sateen Sandals, in
E}rgrlng Heel, Button and

tzhtnr $1.29,

isses’ Dongola

Lace, have been $1.70 and $2, now $L25.
Misses and Children’'s Spring Heel But-

ton, a 31.25 Bhoe, for Tic.

Men’s Shoes

Cne line of Men's B Calf, Congress and
, wide and narrow toes, worth §2,
for $1.38,
Men's Calf, needle toe, lace, hand-sewed
welt, a $3 Bhoe, for §2.

Star

Tailor-Made Suits

Ladies’ All-Wool SBerge Suits, $5.98
See our elegant Suits at $7.45 and $5.50.
All-Wool Broadcloth Suits, ,
finish, $10. Deriiio: At e
Light Spring Novelty Suits at 3450, $7.50
and $8.50.

Black Woolsey Skirts

Black Novelty Skirts, Taffeta lin bou
w;‘th Velveteen, full size, $2.48 e .
ome good values at $3.50, $4.50
Novelty Bilk Skirts, tallor-';a.d:.ng?.&

Shirt Waists

Best line of popular-price Shirt Waists In
Indianapolis.

At G0c, all the light spring shades: also &
Iine of black and navy blue figures, well
made and well laundered, full sleeves.

tSom:L:o very prelty styles in Shirt Walsts

a -
At 59¢c, §1 and $1.25 we show the
line of Novelty Waists in town. DU,

Wrappers

Ladies’ Red and Rilue Wrappe ful
front and ruffie yoke, llmﬂ:k.

Latest style Fast ack Wrappers;
mAu:mﬁdu{n %-'L’?-‘in’.i"‘:l n’t.O'Wrm well
made and trimmed with lace.

Belts Belts
only 1%¢.

New Glilt Belts

Beautiful Gilt Belts, fancy buckles, 45e.
Spangle Gilt and Silver Belts, Gic and T5ea,
Black Dotted Silk Velling, 10¢ and 12%o.

Double width Dotted V only 1Sc.

New Laces
Placed on sale Monday at Siar Store

rices.
. New lines of Swiss and Cambric Embroide
eries just received, at correct prices,

Trimmings

Black Jet Braids at 6¢, 8¢ and 10e. !
sl i ot $o%e Wit .
ea ngs a .
New Jet and Tinsel Collars and Garnl=
t“i"' fm? ?cnr:::.l':'—m pleces ot
Braid, spring colors, worth 1fc, for Tc,

Men’s Shirts

ﬂn’s wtl't:“u. Unlmaenduﬂ Bhirts, well
0k o o s
w only #bc,

Patch Bosom 8Sh at e

i i T e o Lkt

ercale n the ¥

Two lines of Cones's da
dered Percale Shirts, pleated bosoms, at 5o

“Gnd ll.w Seamless Sox, tan and black, Ti4e,

Star

the market price for and we drove them
to Chicago ourselves. was as late as
and we got as much as 25 cents & hun-
d for our s—less than half wlat had
offered at home. I dom’t believe that
kind of hog would fetch 25 cents a ton now.
It was what was known as tt't.{orie motera
root an
travel. It could root anything, climb any-
thing and run anywhere. I have known one
of those hogs to climb out of & pen on one
side as a man with his butcher knife climbed
in on the other side.

“But these hogs were valuable to us, even
f they were not much for pork. This
was because they could utl in break-
ing up yellow jJackets' nests. This prairie
yellow jackegt was a terror. It was nearly
as big “It.' bumhlebgh b:}:thbuglrtl' gntore l}lke
a WAasD, was mar vellow
bands around the body. It had a stinger
half as long as its body. It made its nests
in the ground where the cattle best liked
to pasture, and if a cow step on one of
these nests it was pretty apt to be stung to
death. The yellow jackets would hold on
with their mouths to anything they attacked
and plunge their stingers in full length as
many times as it suited them. When we
discovered a yellow jackets' nest we scat-
tered corn on the ground over it and drove
oneLor more of our prairie rooters to the
8po

The hoz would devour the corn, and, be-
lieving that there was more in the groun?
where that came from, it would begin to
root. The yellow jackets would swarm out.
cover him from head to tail, and sting and
ntlng and sting, But the prairie rooter ﬁidn‘t
mind them a bit. He would root in that
spot until he had wiped that nest out of
existence. Then, finding no more corn, he
would saunter to the nearest wallow hole
and bury himself in the puddle, taking his
coatlnf of yellow jackets along and inci-
dentally drowning or smothering the whole
tenacious swarm. Ploneer humeor used to
demonstrate itself now and then by some
jocoge settler tacking a notice of some kind
to a tree near a yellow jackets' nest. When
curious nelghbors stopped to read the no-
tice, to do which they would have to tramp
on the nest, the spiteful bees would come
out and dip them, much to the amusement
of the joker.

There was another venomous insect that
Was a great pest to us. This was what was
knawn as the green-head fly., It seemed 10
breed on the long prairie grass, and It was
such a serious annoyance that sometimes
in the summer a person could not drive his
horses or oxen in the daytime, or even
on moonlight nights, a®» the files attacked
them so fiercely that if they were not goad-
ed to death they would become crazed with
the pain and become unmanageable.

ABUNDANCE OF WILD HONEY.

“Wild honey bees literally darkened the
prairie flowers, they were so numerons As
a consequence wild honey was as abundant
as tho sap in maple trees. Wagon load after
wagon load of this honey was taken to
market. I have carted tons of it to Chlcagoe
myself. I remember once a party of us found
@ big bee tree and cut it down. We had a

dozen blg wooden pails, and after all these
were filled with honey the store in the tree
wasn't half gathered.

“We cut down a butternut tree thal was a
foot in diameter. We cut a log from !l.
and it was twelve teet long. This we =pilt
and hollowed half out as deep as we could.
Then we bound the two halves togelher
again with hickory withes and plugged up
one end. This gave us a hollow cylinder
twelve feet Jong and nine inches across.
The honey that was left in the tree filled
this improvised barrel, and there was yet
some (o spare. I rld for my marriage
ligense with a 1 of this hm". Jt WaE a
commeon thing to pay marriage licenses and
wedding fees with wolf scal maple sugar
and wild honey. [ have split ralis many a
day for 30 centa a hundred, chopped wood for
2 cents a cord, walked four miles to and
from my work, and boarded mysell, and
made money at it. We prairie pioneers
were artists in rail splitting. If & man had
a clapboard roof on his log house and white,
greased paper windows, we called it a
mansion. A man named Adolphus Dimmick
came to McLean county in and seltled
at Old Town Timber. He bullt a log house,
put a spit board floor in it, made a pounded

e e SIoy [ined
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cut straw. Dimmick was from Connecticut
originally, and had emigrated to Ripley
county, Indiana, in 1816, where he started a
frait tree nursery, the first west of the Ohlo.

20 intenss that the | would ignite more

than one hundred feet In advance of the
flames. We used to burn immense ringe
far ahead of the roaching nm&nﬂu
gap on one side. Rtth:l_ftp r woul
sush to the fire, tum at a
convenient tance, wo would them
as they bounded by. I have seen fifty deer
killed in less than ten minutes beyond the
gap of one of these fire rings.

“The prairie fires traveled with the center
of the flaming mass far ahead, the sides
seeming to be immense wings. The form
of a prairie fire resembled that of a flock
of wild wse. It drew currents of alr after
it that e a heated gale, driving Mae
crator on. Wherever the prairie was pro-
tected and the fire kept out for a consid-
erable time timber soon grew. When I left
IHinois in 152 there wers heavy
timber growing where it was al
within my recollection.”

eces of
prairie

BOOMING A BURST BOOM.

A Speculator's Device for Getting Out
of a Tight Place.

Washington Star.

A ﬁnﬂmn, more or less connectad with
the boom times and towns which, like &
Seuth sea bubble wave, swept over the
country some years ago, was at a Wash-
ington hotel last week, and during a con-
versation with a reporter made a statement
whioch had as much business in it as the
boom had wind.

“Some of those towns,” said he, “w
boomed on nothing, and some of them h
possibilities behind them which may yet
develop Into something and result in more
than even their most sanguine projectors
anticipated. 1 recall one, which 1 ieve
Is yet to bacome a city. It has now about
three thousand people, and an mmense
sum of money was spent on it. Factories
were bullt, business houses erected, streets
paved, and generally all modern comveni-
ences we avished on the place, and 1t
had a population two or three times
than it now has. Among the men who
invested was a shrewd Chicago man, who
was led into dropping about 350,000 into
town lots, and when the bocom dled out
his property wasn't worth a tenth of what
he paid for it

“Two or three vears went by and be
mas about forgotten, when one summer
day two years ago a man a red in ths
almost deserted village and taking
a look at things., He found that business
houses could be bought for liitle or noth-
ing, that town lots were selling almost at
acreage prices, if they could be sold at
all, and that the people still In town were
hanging on oaly because they knew that
if the tide ever did set thelr way again thioy
would come out on top. for their town was
in the midst of fine coal and iron and tim-
ber, and it only needed capital to set It
going. The visitor very quietly bought up
the most desirable houses and lots or got
options on them, and then he disappeared

“Thirty days later another man came,
and he n telking about leasing or buy-
ing one of the Wle factories. Nothing
suited him, however, and he finally got the
town to give him ten acres as a site for a
furniture factovv and lumber yard. In ten
days he had .aree hundred men at work
laying foundations and getting things In
shape, and the town took a big spur?,

Property jumped away up again, empty
houses filled up, business fairly X
and the man who had frst come to town
came back again and n to sell off tha
buildings end lots he d secured. He
sold enough to make him a profit of about
$125.000 on his original purchases, and then
he disappeared,

“A week later work was stopped on the
foundations of the new factory, the men
wers told some sort of a story about an
unavoidable delay owing to unlooked-for
lHtigation, and they walted for work to
begin again. A few of them found per-
manent emplovment in the town, but the
great majority, after walting till they
couldn’t wait any longer, got out, and
things now are about where they were
when the second boom started. Probably
$10.000 in all had been spent to oreate tha
boom, which, added to the $30,000 dropped
by the Chicago party, left him a net profit
of about #6500 on the entire transactios.
I say the Chicago party, because every-
body else sald he was the man, though no
one ever saw him there or heard of his
name in connection with any part of the
scheme.”

Pampering the Children.

New York Press s
There i= (00 much unnecessa ng
about childrem having to walk a'Zew blocke

to school or climb a few stairs. The men

and women who mwade this country what it
used to walk miles to school and clt

rall tences, waded creeks and picked black-

perries on the way. Our children are pam-

pere«i 100 mtw.hl.‘° ‘l‘;ley are !?' M of

wing up to worthless, V

fl?em study hard enou& to endanger

brains or health. A &tﬂt more

would do them good. * n‘

chiliren—tender s

doing something.




